AFTER WALL REPORT

by Event Coordinator Sue Quinn-Morris

American Legion Post 372, with
the help and support of humerous
people and organizations, brought
“The Wall That Heals" to our com-
munity from April 16th-19th, 2009.
The Wall That Heals exhibition fea-
tured a half-scale replica of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C., a Museum and
an Information Center.

The following is a summary of the
Wall visit;

ESCORT - The Wall That Heals
was escorted to the Post on Tues-
day, April 1dth under the direction
of Escort Coordinator Tom Beitz

and Sgt Brit Henderson of the
Cherry Hill Police Department. The
__ escorts rally point
% was the rest area
'- in Carneys Point,
NJ. CHFD—Deer
Park provided

! their food/drink
rehab vehicle at the rest stop. Al-
though the weather was rainy,
approx 100 bikes
showed up for
the escort —an
incredible num-
ber considering
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the dangerous road conditions.
Prior to the Wall arrival, Post 372
members
adorned the 2

mile Chapel Ave-
hue route with
flags. Vhile the (
flagging was es-
sentially for our
annual Patriotic
9-11 and Grati-
tude Week, the
timing couldn’t '
have been better as it provided the
perfect back drop for the escort.
The Cherry Hill Fire Dept set up
trucks and the big American flag on
Chapel Ave as the children from
Joyce Kilmer Elementary school
and Cherry Hill West High School
lined the sidewalks awaiting the
arrival of the Wall.

SET-UP — Set-up of the Wall was
done on Wednesday, April 15th.
There were approx 50 volunteers,
20 of which were the ROTC kids
from Cherry Hill West High School.
Some volunteers spent the day

working out the electrical needs
{Bill Quinn & Jim Arcinese), while
the ROTC and others worked on
assembling the Wall and the Wall
truck tent — in the midst of some
pretty nasty weather — cold, windy
and rainy again. Finishing touches
were made by adding flags behind

il the Wall, 24 palm plants with
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ing signs and Wall signs were
placed around the community. 10
Port-a- Potties were delivered,
along with 275 rental chairs. The
weather report for Thursday — Sun-
day was great, so we didn’t need to
make arrangements for plywood
walkway or tents. 3 10 x 10tents
{thanks to Richard Drapucuk and
Jeff Brown) were erected to provide
coverfshelter for the Camden
County KIA displays that Sue
Quinn-Morris made,
Dave Larsen’'s Viet-
nam Display and
Gunny's friend, Lewis’,
tribute bike. Steve
Funkhouser (CHFD)
was a tremendous
help with the genera-
tor, the RV, and help-
ing with set-up/break down for
every Ceremony.

ATTENDANCE — According to the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
Director, Dan Schenk, attendance
was between 7000 — 7500 people
in the 4 day period.

ACCOMMODATIONS

An RV was sup-
plied by a mem-
ber of the Cherry
Hill Fire Depart-

® ment for volun-

% teers that needed
a rest between
shifts, after long
drive, etc. The Post Hall was open
24 1 7 offering bathroom facilities,
the kitchen, seating & tables. All
Volunteers were provided with food
and refreshments 24/7 in the Post
Hall. Many thanks to our Hospitality
Coordinator, Carol Doyle, and all
the Hospitality Committee members
{Gus Branco, Dave Larsen, Doris

smaller flags in between to form the |henfeld, George Dubell and oth-

' walkway in front of the wall. Park- ers) for thelr time and efforts. Many
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thanks to all the spon- &1
sors who donated :
food/drinks for our vol- |
unteers as well.

The VWMF staff
stayed at the Quality
Inn in Maple Shade,
NJ. One room was
generously donated by the Quallty
Inn. Several other
out of town quests
stayed at the Qual-
ity Inn at a dis-
counted rate.

PARKING
Parking was managed by numer-
ous volunteers. The Legion drive-
way was manned by volunteers to
approve who got in
and out of our lot. All
parking lots were
manned during our
biggest ceremony,
the Candlelight
Ceremony, o en-
sure parking went
smoothly. Many thanks go out to
Sgt Brit Henderson of the Cherry
Hill Police Department for assis-
tance with Parking {cones and bar-
ricades) and the
Cherry Hill Fire
Police for assis-
tance in manning
* parking lots dur-
ing ceremonies
alongside our
Parking Volunteers {Ed White, Phil
Beck, Brian Fitzgerald, Cybil Tho-
mas and others).

o

SECURITY & NEIGHBORS

We had round the clock security of

the Wall beginning Tuesday, 4/14
at 4pm until

P Monday 4/20.
Cherry Hill Po-

0 lice also left an
unmanned police
car on the Le-

il
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gion property to help deter any van-
dalism. A concern during planning
of event was neighbor complaints
due to the expected crowds and
parking. According to the Cherry
Hill Police, there were no com-
plaints from any of the neighbors
during the Wall visit.

CEREMONIES — All ceremonies
went as scheduled —a job well done
by everyone involved. Cherry Hill
Fire Department lent us the po-
dium, sound system and stage for
the ceremonies — and set-up and
broke down for each ceremony. DJ
Bob Sworg also provided some
music/sound system for a couple of
the ceremonies.

The QOpening Ceremony was held
Jllat 6:30pm on 4/16. A Candlelight
mlCeremony was held on 4/17 at 7pm
—Sue Quinn-Morris reached out to

Captioned
here is Sr.
Vice
Commander
Ermest G
Brosh at the
DO pening

Ceremaony on
April 14th.
Senior Vice
Commander

EBrosh affirms

oLr
commitment to all veterans;

" The Vietnam warwas the longest in
US history and ke the Korean war,
unnapuiar and i many ways divided
our nation. The toll n suffening, somow
and turmoil can never be fabulfated.
There js an inscriotion from WWH on a
British war monwiment in Bunma which
reads™ When you go home, telf them
of us and say for vour Bmonrows, we
gave our foday * We who have made
it home, are here fo do just that, to
honor those who made the supreme
sacrifice and affirm that never agan
wilf one generation of veterans
abandan anaother”

the family members, friends and
comrades of the 88 Camden
County men (and a few from other
counties) that were killed in action
during Vietnam to invite them to the
Ceremony
tel , honoring their
S8 loved ones.
Al Family and
'I comrades

¥ from as far
away as Wisconsin, llinois, Florida,
Kansas, New York , Virginia and
Delaware attended. It was a very
emotional and touching ceremony.
A Medal Ceremony was held on
418 at 11am. Ltc Al Bancroft pre-
sented Medals to local Vietnam
veterans. The Closing Ceremony
was held on 419 at 4pm.
% Thank you
i goes out to
=& the following
R people and
¢ organizations
- |that partici-

patedin the

Ceremonies; Post 372 Commander
Charles Macukewicz, Post 372 Sr.
Vice Commander Ernest G. Brosh,
Cherry Hill Mayor Bemie Platt,
Congressman John Adler, State
Senator James Beach, Freeholder
Jeffrey Nash, Freeholder Bruce
Bobbit, Freeholder Joe Donnelly,
Ltc Al Bancroft, Col John Rawley,
Bagpiper Curt Anderson (\VVA),
Cherry Hill High School Air Force
Jr. ROTC, Bob Patterson, Rev.
Bernie Henderson, PCW/MIA
Committee - Bob Jonas, Tony Ha-
las, Bugler Bobby
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Mac, Chief Master Sgt AF Alexan-
der Gargas, Charles Gallagher

(SIVV), Bob

Henderson o

(Last Patrol), |&g% L A (4

Marty Sero- pSa “ S wiea

ter (Camden = ! _ B¥8 ,_L'
County N s 2 A W ) .
Honor Guard z"b!:i“’.:‘@l-iﬂ ‘
Bugler), Wil- ——

liam Mead (State Vocalist), Chap-
lain Chester Malik, Cherry Hill Boy
Scouts, Cpl Edward Slavin, SJ
Chapter 82nd Airborne Div Assn,
Camden County Commander Tom
Adams, SALs Commander Brian
Fitzgerald, Ladies President Carol
Doyle, Val Norton, Phil Beck, Dave
Larsen, Sabrina Gottron, South
Jersey Vietham Veteran Escorts,

@ 22445, Vietnam

Pl
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Color Guards—

American Legion

Post 372, Ameri-

/g €20 Legion Post
. 371, VFW Post

Veterans of
" America #3899,

— AMVets Penn-
sauken, Cherry
Hill Fire Dept, Cherry

Hill Police Dept,
Cherry Hill West Jr
ROTC, Marine Corp
League 1775, Marine
Corp League
Giordano Detach-
ment.

VOLUNTEERS: We

Event Coordinator Sue Quinn-Morris
sums up her sentiment in this quote
from the letter she sent to the families,
friends and comrades of the KIA.
“Organizing "The Wall That Heals" visit
has had a profound effect on me—one
fwill never forget and is hard fo ade-
gquately express in words. Preparation
for the Candfelight Services began
with just a list of KIA names. | never
dreamed of the fife that fist would take
on—the heart and soul of each of your
loved ones came shining through.
Each name became a person, a life, a
story—the common thread being their

unfortunate ending. But !/ can see now, |

that while their ives were cut short
they live forever in and through each
of you and [ feel honored fo have had
the opportunity to learn about your
loved one—heroes of our country—
without such individuals our freedom
would not exist”

had over 200 people
step up and volunteer
for various positions.
Many thanks to Vol-
unteer Coordinators
Charlie Adams,
Maggie Thomas, Jim
Arcinese, Sean Cook,
and Dave Larsen
There were also quite
a few volunteers that
practically lived at the B
Post during the visit—thank you.

The outpouring of support was phe-
nomenal. It was very inspiring to
see just how many people stepped
up to help out. Without everyone
pulling together, working together
as a team, it wouldn't have worked
out so well. The words “Thank You”

don’t seem adequate enough.

On the following pages you will find
individual thank you’'s—I| apologize
in advance if I've overlooked men-
tioning anyone. Please know every-
one’s help was very much appreci-
ated.
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Each and every one of you were an Daniel Wine

intricale part of educating the un-

knowing and helping to bring some p..iq

peace and comfort to many veter-

ans, their families, friends and com- £4 Fujler

rades.
I'd like to suggest that everyone

go to our website as we have hun-

dreds of photos up and also video
of the Opening Ceremony and the
Candlelight Services.

For God and Country,
Sue Quinn-Morris
Ladies Aux. VP

Wall Event Coordinator

THANK YOUS

SECURITY & VISITOR ASST.
VOLUNTEER THANKS
American Legion Post 372
Volunteers {too numerous to name
individually)

AnnlLynne Benson

Barbara Laning

Barbara Stebbins

Bernadette Kooi
Bernie & Gloria Henderson

Zz
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Maggie, Cybil & Erik Thomas
Maria Fitzpatrick
Michael Eckert

Bob Henderson
Bob Phillips Jr.
Brit Henderson
Carl Trinko

Park

Chris Camp
Christopher
Verone
Cindy Curran =58
Daniel Colombi

Michael Strackbein
_ Paul & Dolly Gibelyou
~ | Peter Flowers

Dave Palmieri

e 4 Phil DeRoxtra
i Phil Steinberg
Edward Devine
Frank & Marie Pledge Webb
Baker R!chard Drapczuk
Fred Giebel R!chard Kranz
Rita Knox

Fred Kraft
Fritz Giebel Robert Luebkemann
George Giebel Ron Saunders

i Roy Flannigan
Holly Hill _
James Sweeney South Jersey Viet-
Jeff Brown nam Veterans

Stephanie Selah

Jeffrey Fry
Joan Pearce Terry & John Brasko
Joann Fearn s ¢ Tom Lydick
Joe Skenesky .1 Tom Young
John & Madeline Tony Halas

Tony Laudicina
Vince Borrelli
ESCORT GROUPS

Maslak
John & Sandy Mink

John Miller . _ :
John Moyer American Legion Riders Post 84
Joie Gates American Legion Riders {from
Judy Wasylyszyn ‘ other Posts in NJ)

Kathleen Noon ! Blue Knights

Kathy Bruton 8 Centurions NJ

Kirk & Diane Hehl Cherry Hill Police Dept

Last Patrol HOG

Libby Weisberg Last Patrol

Lillian Brady Leathernecks

Medford Twp Po-
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lice Department

Nam Knights

Patriot Guard PA
POWMIA Awareness
Red White & Blue Free-
dom Riders

Second Brigade/
Vietnam Vets

STAR Riders

Warriors Watch
Willingboro Police Department
Barb’s Harley Davidson
COORDINATORS & 24/7
Thanks

Charlie Adams, Dave Larsen, Sean
Cook, Jim Arcinese, Maggie Tho-
mas, Ed White, Phil Beck, Mike Lo-
bascio, Doris Ilhenfeld, Gus Branco
Carol Doyle, Sgt Brit Henderson
Steven Funkhouser, Bill Quinn,
Ernie Brosh, Rob Quinn, Barb Lan-
ing, Tom Beitz, Ernie Linden,
American Legion Canteen Bartend-
ers and Management; {Chin John-
son, MaryEllen Murray, Mary Leo-
hardo, Evelyn Fritsche, Kim Bier-
bach, VVal Norton, Patti Hohwald,
Dexter, Jeanie Rooney)
SPONSORS

ADCO Propetties Charlie Adams
Al & Mary Walker

Al Sacca

Alden Café

All Wood Flooring/Dan
Mancuso

Amer Leg Post 522
General

Amer Leg Post 84
General

Amer Leg Post 84 Ladies Aux
Amer Leg Post 372 Bartenders
Amer Leg Post 372 Ladies Aux
Amer Leg Post 372 SALS
Amer Leg Post 519 General
Amer Leg Riders Post 414
American Carriers

Amer Legion Riders 84

Andy Jackson & Sons Plumbing "

Art Capilli
Benash Liquors

T e
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Bill & Sheryl Coneby
Bill & Val Norton
Blossoms of Cherry Hill
Burt Ferguson

C&H Mechanical
Camden Catholic High
Capt Aaron Johnson
Cpt Diane

Charles & Terry
Macukewicz

Cherry Hill Fire Offi- _
cers B

Cherry Hill Mall l
Chester Malik

Church Rd Civic
Comcast =

Dan & Laura Macukewicz
Dave Larsen

Dennis & Maureen McCormack
Deterding Market

Dot Wahl

Ed White

Edward & Rose Gribbin

Erlton Fire Co.
Ernie Brosh

Ernie Linden

Fritz Giebel
George Purkins Jr.
USMC Ret.
Haddonfield Lions
Club

Herman Goldner
Co. Inc

Home Depot
Ingelsby Funeral Home

Jeff Buchanan

Jewish War Veterans Post 126
Jewish War Veterans Post 395
Jim & Edna Gallagher

Jim Sirianni

Joan Donahue

Joe Dolan

John & Joan Dexter

Joseph & Jeannette Messier
June Quinn
Korean War Vets

-

Main Street Graphics
Mayor Bernie Platt
McMillans Bakery
Norton Funeral Home
Pauls Tree Service
PMB Bill Quinn

PNC Bank

Quality Inn FREE
ROOM

. Ray Rubel

Roger Auker of Hollingers Sports
Ron & Dolores Reamer

RPM

Sean & Eileen Cook

Secunda DiGiacomo P&S Ravioli
Shirley Ackuff

Shop Rite

Somerdale Bar

Somerdale Liquors

SJ Soft Pretze & Water Ice
Stephenson Brown Funeral

Sue Quinn-Morris - DPC Website
Sunoco

The Barking Lot & Cats Meow
Thomas Sharp
Town Tavern
Tracey White Alme-
dia

VW 1270 Men's
Auxiliary

VFW 2445

Victor & Jacqueline
Pettyjohn
Wegemans
Westmont Bagels
Wetzels

Lexus of Cherry Hill
- Marge Dantonio
Masso's Deli & Pizza |
Mayes Electric of Del- |




