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Commander’s Message

It seems nowadays
the term Hero gets
overused sometimes.
Unfortunately, Times
1 of War can bring out
the best in people. |
came across a little-
known story involving
a pilot from WW2 that may help de-
fine a real Hero. Lt. Louis Curdes , a
P38 Lightning pilot flew in Europe
and managed to shoot down 7 Ger-
man and 1 Italian planes. He then
was shot down, captured by the ltal-
ians and sent to a POW camp. There
he escaped and Uncle Sam sent him
to the Pacific where he flew a P51
Mustang, successfully shooting down
a Japanese reconnaissance airplane.
He then was one of only three US
pilots to have “kills” in three War
zones. Germany, Italy. And Japan.
While attacking the Japanese-held

ID LiKe To
INTRODUCE You

To A REAL
“AMERICAN 1DoL."

facebook

island of Bataan, his wingman was
shot down, ditched, and Louis flew
cover protecting him and helped to
guide a rescue. While performing
this, he noticed an American C-47
transport attempting to land on this
Japanese island. Realizing that pilot
was making a fatal mistake, Louis
tried to radio the plane and use his
own plane to wave him off with no
success. He then made a fatefully
Heroic decision. Carefully lining up to
the rear of the C47, he shot out an
engine. The plane continued toward
the airfield. He shot out the other en-
gine forcing the plane to ditch in the
ocean. The plane came down in one
piece about 50 yards away from his
wingman. Nightfall and low fuel now
forced Louis to return to base. Next
day he escorted a PBY rescue air-
craft that picked up the 12 passen-
gers and crew, including 2 female
nurses, from the downed C-47, all
survived. If that airplane had landed
on Bataan the nurses and passen-
gers would have surely been killed at

. the hands of the enemy.

A true Hero that made a split second
decision that ended up saving lives.
For the unlikely event of shooting
down an American transport plane,
Lt. Louis Curdes was awarded the

Distinguished Flying Cross. His P-
51 (named “Bad Angel”) had 10
‘kill” flags painted on the fuselage.
7 German, 1 ltalian, 1 Japanese,
and 1 American, and now resides
at the Pima Air and Space Muse-
um in Arizona. Louis also wound
up marrying one of the nurses car-
ried on that C-47.

We have a busy month in May
with honoring our veterans. Flag-
ging of Locustwood, Memorial
Day, Legion Statewide Services—
see inside Scoop for details of all.
Installation of new officers will be
held at 7pm on May 22nd.

Get Involved with YOUR post,
Participate, Volunteer, Support
and Vote.

For God and Country.
Commander Timothy Kraft

Post 372

Remember their names...
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Legion History & Schedule for Flagging of Graves, Memorial

Day Services and NJ Legion Statewide Services

In 1932, the Locustwood Ceme-
tery Association deeded free
grave sites to the American Legion
for use by Legionnaires and their
spouses, and erected a monument
memorializing their service.

As part of the transfer of grave
sites, the American Legion com-
mitted to holding an annual memo-
rial on the first Sunday after Me-
morial Day, known as the NJ
American Legion Statewide Ser-
vices - a tradition that has contin-
ued since 1935.

Keeping with this tradition, Amer-
ican Legion Post 372 members
gather prior to Memorial Day
weekend, in preparation of Memo-
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rial Day and Statewide Services
and to honor and remember our
veterans by placing American
Flags on all the veterans graves.
While the flagging of the graves is
usually done the Sunday prior to
Memorial Day weekend, this year it
is scheduled for Sunday, May 6th.
Over the last several years, the
American Legion Post 372 tradition
of flagging the graves has grown
to include our Cherry Hill Commu-
nity, bringing volunteers and partic-
ipants from the Camden County
Veterans Affairs Office/
Freeholders, Cherry Hill Township,
Cherry Hill Police Department,
Cherry Hill Fire Department, Jew-

AMERICAN LEGION

2,

ish Family Center Services, Boys
Scouts and others !
It's a great opportunity for our young

and old to learn about this annual tradi-
tion and the meaning behind it as we

honor our fallen veterans.

On Memorial Day, the American Le-

gion holds Services at the American

TN
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Sunday, June 3rd, 2018

Join in the 83rd Annual NJ American Legion Statewide Services — The Annual NJ Statewide
American Legion Services kick off with the Parade on Sunday, June 3, 2018 at 1:30pm at
Locustwood Cemetery(Rt 70, Cherry Hill), followed by a Ceremony, with Guest Speakers

including NJ American Legion Officers, S.A.L. Officers, Auxiliary Officers, Gold Star mothers

and others. Afterwards there is a Social/Buffet at American Legion Post 372,1532 Martin Ave,
Cherry Hill. Be sure to come out and meet members/officers from all our NJ American
Legions !! Its a great opportunity to mingle, share news and events with our fellow Legions !!
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Cremation Services, LLC

Matthew R. Gaskill, Manager - NJ Lic. No. 4663
33 W. Maple Ave ® Merchantville, NJ e 08109 * 856-662-0813

Joseph Segrest Jr.
Sales Representative

Office: 856-235-1950 / Cell: 609-313-9372
Fax: 856-235-1194

jsegrest@weichert.com
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Moorestown

202 West Main Street

Realtor” Moorestown, NJ 08057

1937 Haddonfield-Berlin Road
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

Phone (856) 616-0610

Fax (856) 616-0607

e-mail: dr_alberti@hotmail.com
carecenter@comcast.net
Wwww.carecentersj.com

“experience the
difference that CARE
makes”

Chiropractic
And
Rehabilitative
Exercise

PROUDLY SERVING the Tri-Stale Area (NJ, PA ond DE)
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William Schetter, Jr.
Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3393

(856) 429-8545

SCHETTER
FUNERAL HOME

304 W.ROUTE 70
CHERRY HILL, NJ 08002

P: (856) 667-2009
I-NAHNGECEAN'IE F: (856) 667-2245

Heather Loveland, HIS

Hearing Instrument Specialist, Lic#1199

401 Cooper Landing Road - C15
at Playa Del Sol Condominiums
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

Email: Heather_Loveland@nuear.com
Website: www.CherryHillNuEar.com
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MESSAGE from Riders Director

WERIC, Another year has past cess, we did have some fun and Our agenda for the next few
pr and the riding season is that's what counts! Be sure to check months is as follows: Regularly
getting close, well for  out the Legion’s website as well as ~ scheduled meetings every 4th
some it never really Patriot Connections for any upcom- Monday @ 7PM; Nominations and
stopped! Check over ing events. And as always, if you  Elections for the 2018-2019 Rider’s
your bikes and maybe  have events that have not been year; Installation on May 22 @
change the oil but defi- posted please forward the infor- 7:30PM (we will discuss keeping or
nitely give them a once over before mation to myself and/or Sue Quinn  skipping the May meeting in April);
riding them hard. Be especially cau-  for immediate distribution. and RIDE RIDE RIDE!!
tious out on the roads for not only the  This year | expect as many Riders Thank you and be safe!
cagers that can never seem to see as possible to come out on runs! Art Schneider
s... but the POTHOLES! Whether we do an organized ride or Your Friendly Neighborhood
Thank you for all that volunteered as  just a Legion Riders only FUN-RUN  Director, ALR Post 372
well as participated in the Halloween it doesn’t matter... camaraderie is
Party. Although it was not a big suc-  camaraderie!

4){6‘(;10é

American Legion Post 372 Announces
Sponsorship Packages

Established in 1952, American We are excited to announce that
Legion Post 372 of Cherry Hill we have started a Sponsorship Pro- :
has been helping and supporting gram that will not only help us, but
our veterans and active military  also help promote our local commu- |
in the community for over 60 nity businesses, such as yours!
years! With 5 levels of sponsorship avail-

From honoring our fallen veter- able, there is something to fit every-
ans on Memorial Day, to provid- one’s budget! The American Legion
ing scholarships, sponsoring Le- Post 372 of Cherry Hill NJ is a 501¢
gion Baseball High School Team 19 non-profit veterans organization
and Boys/Girls State Programs,  devoted to helping our active mili-
hosting veterans resource fairs, tary and veterans.Your sponsorship/
to welcoming home active mili-  donation is tax deductible !
tary, and much more in between, For complete information, visit our
we are always busy keeping up  website at www.alch372.com
with our mission!

Veteran Photos—1. Charles Macukewicz 2 Blair Hutton
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Legion at 9:30am, followed by services at Lo-
custwood Cemetery at 10 and then proceed to
Cherry Hill Township services at 11am.

The Sunday after Memorial Day, the NJ Ameri-
can Legion Statewide Services and Parade, are
held in front of the American Legion monument at
Locustwood Cemetery and brings NJ American
Legion officers, Honor Guards, members and
guests from throughout the state. Afterwards there
is a Social/Buffet at American Legion Post 372.
Be sure to come out and meet members/officers
from all our NJ American Legions !! Its a great op-
portunity to mingle, share news and events with
our fellow Legions !! If you haven’t participated in
in prior years, please do this year!

These events/traditions have deep roots which
include a commitment to fulfill a promise made
between the NJ American Legions and Lo-
custwood some 83 years ago.

Join us For the Annual

FLAGGING of the GRAVES

at Locustwood Cemetery

Sunday, May bth, 201
Meet at Locustwood’at 9:30

J:our Annual Flagging of the Graves at Locustwood Cemetery on
Sunday, May 6, 2018. Meet at the Locustwood no later then 9:30am. Look
for the Sign In table.

Joinu

Over the last several years, this American Legion Post 372 tradition has
grown to include our Cherry Hill Community, bringing volunteers and par-
ticipants from the Camden County Veterans Affairs Office/Freeholders, Cherry Hill Township,
Cherry Hill Police Department, Cherry Hill Fire Department, Jewish Family Center Services,

Boys Scouts and others !

It’s a great opportunity for our young and old to learn about this annual tradition and the

GUESS WHO !? - The two men depicted below are  meaning behind it as we honor our fallen veterans.
phOtOS of deceased Legionnaires when they WEere  The new additions to this event includes generous donations from many including Cherry Hill
in the service. Can yOU gueSS who they are? Give it Township, JFCS and as always, the American flags, are donated by Camden County Veterans
. Affairs.
a go before checking the answers on page 10!

Due to the increase in size of the event, participants are required to fill out waivers prior to

flagging. Please fill out the form attached, or sign one the morning of flagging.

Used and New
Clothing and
Shoes welcome.

(No furniture/food)

Location: rn;ril:an Legion, 1332 Martin Ave, Cherry Hill. NJ - behind CH West High Schoal/JFK Hospital
Your donations help benefit the Cherry Hill

American Legion Veterans programs.
% Sk K * Kk kk k k k Kk Kk kk k k Ak Kk k k k k X
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Hollywood actor reunites with dog tag lost in Vietnam

April 4, 2018—Courier Post—Before he
found fame as a Hollywood and Broad-

way actor, Robert Gunton Jr. survived
the Battle of Firebase Ripcord, one of
the bloodiest of the Vietnam War, by
evacuating on the final helicopter.

He later returned home from Vietnam

with a Bronze Star for heroic service at
Ripcord, but one of his two military dog

tags didn’t make it home with him.
Somewhere near the end of his year-
long tour of duty in 1970, Gunton lost

one of the Army-issued metal identifica-

tion tags imprinted with his name, ser-
vice branch and other in-
formation.

But on Tuesday, he was
reunited with the lost relic
during a ceremony at
Cherry Hill American Le-
gion Post 372.

The improbable reunion
happened 25 years follow-
ing its discovery among hundreds of
tags by a veteran from Deptford, and
years of research by the locally based
Patriot Connections Dog Tag Project
Mission.

“I've been in a state of shock about this

little piece of myself, this little piece of

tin that made a journey of thousands of

miles through many decades back to

me ... and it means so much,” said the

72-year-old Gunton, perhaps best

known for his portrayal of a corrupt war-

den in the hit movie “The Shawshank
Redemption.”
“His brother is right here,” he happily

told an audience of nearly 100, holding

up a still shiny tag that he carries on a

key chain with his tiny military can open-
er, another memento he cherishes from

his Vietnam days.

Gunton lives in Los Angeles, but
rode a train Tuesday to Philadelphia
from New York City, where he’s work-
ing on episodes of “The Blacklist,” an
NBC crime series starring James
Spader.

He received a hero’s welcome from
the American Legion Riders and Nam
Knights motorcycle groups, who es-
corted Gunton from the 30th Street
Station in Philadelphia to Cherry Hill
with help from both Philadelphia and
Cherry Hill police.

Gunton has acted in film, theater and
television for nearly 50 years, often
playing authoritarian characters. He
has appeared in some of the biggest
films, such as Oliver Stone’s “JFK”
and “Born on the Fourth of July,” and
movies including “Glory,” “Broken Ar-
row,” “Patch Adams” and “Ace Ventu-
ra: When Nature Calls.”

He was nominated for Tony Award
nominations on Broadway for
“Sweeney Todd,” in which he played
the title role, and his 1980 portrayal of
Juan Peron in
“Evita.” He won an
Obie Award for por-
traying 21 charac-
ters in an off-
Broadway play
about Vietnam,
which launched his
film career in 1981
with a part in “Rollover” starring Jane
Fonda.

His appearance on “Star Trek: The
Next Generation” as Capt. Benjamin
Maxwell is considered a classic by
many Trekkies. In 2010, he completed
his third season in the role of Ethan
Kanin on “24.”

In Vietnam, Gunton was a radio tele-

phone operator with Charlie Company,

2nd Battalion, 501st Infantry, 101st
Airborne Division, and was assigned
to Fire Support Base Ripcord atop a
mountain in the A Shau Valley during
a 23-day seige.

He and a comrade were awarded
Bronze Stars for returning to the base

to retrieve important but forgotten radi-

os in the evacuation’s final moments

the enemy North Vietnamese
Army, which was about to cap-
ture the base.

Gunton doesn’t know exactly
where he and his dog tag part-
ed. On .

the ad-
vice of
the mili-
tary, he
had sep- &
arated @
the pair
and usu-
ally kept
one tied in his bootlaces when
he was in the jungle.

He surmises he lost it either
when he left Vietham from Da
Nang without his boots or when
he jumped onto a helicopter to
evacuate from another firefight
on Rocket Ridge, west of Hue.
“What happened to it since has
astounded me,” said Gunton,
who admitted he is still “trying to
process” the Vietham War as
one of its veterans. He called
the tag a “symbol that’s so
meaningful to us.”

"When you see these, you real-
ize how important they are and
how some (tags that have been
found) may have even belonged
to someone who never made it
out of there.”

From there, the tags went to
POW/MIA Awareness of New
Jersey, which later became the
Patriot Connection Dog Tag
Project after its leader died.

Sue
Quinn-
Morris, a
Post 372
auxiliary
member,
operates
the dog
tag pro- "
ject and -
the Patriot Connections page on
Facebook listing veterans
events and activities in the Phil-

so they would not fall into the hands of adelphia-New Jersey region.
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History of MEMORIAL DAY

MIEMORIAL, DAY

Memorial Day, an American holi-
day observed on the last Monday
of May, honors men and women
who died while serving in the U.S.
military. Originally known as Deco-
ration Day, it originated in the
years following the Civil War and
became an official federal holiday
in 1971. Many Americans observe
Memorial Day by visiting cemeter-
ies or memorials, holding family
gatherings and participating in pa-
rades. Unofficially, at least, it
marks the beginning of summer.

EARLY OBSERVANCES OF ME-
MORIAL DAY

The Civil War claimed more lives
than any conflict in U.S. history,
requiring the establishment of the
country’s first national cemeteries.
By the late 1860s Americans in
various towns and cities had begun
holding springtime tributes to these
countless fallen soldiers, decorat-
ing their graves with flowers and
reciting prayers.

Did You Know?

Each year on Memorial Day a na-
tional moment of remembrance
takes place at 3:00 p.m. local time.

It is unclear where exactly this tra-

dition originated; numerous differ-
ent communities may have inde-
pendently initiated the memorial
gatherings. Nevertheless, in 1966
the federal government declared
Waterloo, New York, the official
birthplace of Memorial Day. Wa-
terloo—which had first celebrated

S the day on May 5, 1866—was

chosen because it hosted an an-
nual, community-wide event, dur-
ing which businesses closed and
residents decorated the graves of
soldiers with flowers and flags.

DECORATION DAY

On May 5, 1862, General John A.
Logan, leader of an organization for
Northern Civil War veterans, called
for a nationwide day of remem-
brance later that month. “The 30th of
May, 1868, is designated for the pur-
pose of strewing with flowers, or oth-
erwise decorating the graves of
comrades who died in defense of
their country during the late rebel-
lion, and whose bodies now lie in
almost every city, village and hamlet
churchyard in the land,” he pro-
claimed. The date of Decoration
Day, as he called it, was chosen be-
cause it wasn’t the anniversary of
any particular battle.

On the first Decoration Day, General
James Garfield made a speech at
Arlington National Cemetery, and
5,000 participants decorated the
graves of the 20,000 Union and
Confederate soldiers buried there.
Many Northern states held similar
commemorative events and reprised
the tradition in subsequent years; by
1890 each one had made Decora-
tion Day an official state holiday.

Many Southern
states, on the other
hand, continued to
honor their dead on
separate days until
after World War 1.

EVOLUTION OF
MEMORIAL DAY

Memorial Day, as Decoration Day
gradually came to be known, origi-
nally honored only those lost while
fighting in the Civil War. But during
World War | the United States
found itself embroiled in another
major conflict, and the holiday
evolved to commemorate Ameri-
can military personnel who died in
all wars.

For decades, Memorial Day con-
tinued to be observed on May 30,
the date Logan had selected for
the first Decoration Day. But in
1968 Congress passed the Uni-
form Monday Holiday Act, which
established Memorial Day as the
last Monday in May in order to cre-
ate a three-day weekend for feder-
al employees; the change went
into effect in 1971. The same law
also declared Memorial Day a fed-
eral holiday.

MEMORIAL DAY TRADITIONS

Cities and towns across the United
States host Memorial Day parades
each year, often incorporating mili-
tary personnel and members of
veterans’ organizations. Some of
the largest parades take place in
Chicago, New York and Washing-
ton, D.C. Americans also observe
Memorial Day by visiting cemeter-
ies and memorials.
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D-Day June 6, 1944

During World War Il (1939-1945), can, British and Canadian forces  Europe.

the Battle of Normandy, which last- landed on five beaches along a 50  The Normandy American Cemetery,
ed from June 1944 to August 1944, -mile stretch of the heavily fortified overlooking Omaha Beach and the
resulted in the Allied liberation of ~ coast of France’s Normandy re- English Channel, was established on
Western Europe from Nazi Germa- gion. The invasion was one of the  June 8, 1944, as the first U.S. cemetery
ny’s control. Codenamed Opera-  largest amphibious military as- in Europe during World War 1. It holds
tion Overlord, the battle began on  saults in history and required ex- the graves of more than 9,300 U.S. ser-
June 6, 1944, also known as D- tensive planning. Prior to D-Day, vicemen who died in the D-Day inva-
Day, when some 156,000 Ameri-  the Allies conducted a large-scale sion or subsequent missions

deception campaign designed to
mislead the Germans about the
intended invasion target. By late
August 1944, all of northern
France had been liberated, and by
the following spring the Allies had
defeated the Germans. The Nor-
mandy landings have been called
the beginning of the end of war in
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Hollywood actor reunites with dog tag lost in Vietnam

He said his best friend in Vietham
was Joey Patterson of National Park
in Gloucester County. After Patter-
son was severely injured in fighting
at the base of Ripcord, Gunton
called for an evacuation helicopter
while on the mountaintop.

“I never saw him again and never
knew he lived or died,” Gunton re-
called.

That changed years later.

While portraying Argentine presi-
dent Juan Peron in the original
Broadway cast of “Evita,” Gunton
said, Patterson recognized his face
in a play advertisement and contact-
ed him via the show.

“I got him and his wife tickets and
we reunited, and have seen each
other and spoken since then. And
he is still coping with those injuries,”
Gunton said.
On Tuesday, the actor also received «
a Vietnam coin and other symbolic
coins from appreciative veteran
groups. One was presented by Leo
Ethier of Delanco, a member of Nam
Knights and Vietnam Veterans of
America Inc., Chapter 899.
“He is one of my brothers,” Ethier
said of fellow veteran Gunton, “and
history, and | am humbled and we want to make sure he and every

' vet who served gets their missing
overwhelmed that he took the dog tags back.”
ﬂg‘; ‘;‘:LOL:‘C'EVSSCQ?;’;('; tl‘r"t‘:r’énsf , Knight brother Jack Philbin of Pal-
Quinn-Morris told the crowd ' myra added, "Being here helps us

) as much as it helps him.”

Gunton captured his audience To view dog tags that have not been

while reminiscing about his Vi- . . . .
etnam service, for which many reunited with their owners, visit

veterans were wrongly maligned Www.patriotconnections.org/dog-tag
and often misunderstood by the  -project/

For seven years, Quinn-Morris
has meticulously researched all
400 tags, plus about 100 others
she received, and so far has re-
turned about 100 to veterans or
their families in 20 states.
Through the internet and other
searches, Quinn-Morris said, she
found multiple men with Gunton’s
name and was stunned three
weeks ago when she finally real-
ized whose tag it was, while coin-
cidentally watching an old epi-
sode of the TV show “Monk” in
which Gunton was a guest star.
“The tag couldn’t be his!” | told
myself. “What are the odds it
would be a Hollywood actor?”
“It’s rare that we have any tag to
present locally, so today we are
honored to have Robert Gunton
receive a long lost piece of his
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Message from the SAL Commander

| hope everyone
had a wonderful
winter season. We

¥ chilly days and
quite a few warmer
days than expected too. Now
spring is in the air and the summer
breezes are not far behind. Flowers
are starting to bloom, and the trees
will be once again full of leaves. It's
a beautiful time of the year.

Here’s a brief recap of the events at
Post 372 over the past few months.
Our members accompanied the La-
dies Auxiliary on another visit to the
Home of the Brave Veterans Center
in Camden. The Auxiliary brought
lunch and gifts for 30 Veterans that
day! The Vets were very apprecia-
tive of the generosity. It's a quite a
moving experience to sit and listen
to Veterans talk about their experi-
ences. The SALs gave the Auxiliary
a donation to help offset their costs
for this wonderful day.

Our post hosted a Super Bowl Party
on February 4th and what a day that
was to be a Philadelphia Eagles
fan! The game was exciting and the
turnout at the post was terrific.

cel the games through the summer
months, May through August, and
pick up again in the Fall.

Post 372’s long standing tradition of
“Flagging of the Graves” will take
place on May 6th at Locustwood
Cemetery. Keep an eye on our web-
site for the details. We’'ll place flags
on all the graves of the Veterans.
There are many events ahead of us,
too many to list in this article. Please
visit our website for information on

upcoming events like the Gathering of
Heroes, Memorial Day and other Post

and Statewide Services.
Nominations for the SAL Board mem-
bers take place in March and April

with the election in April. The Installa-

tions will take place on May 22nd.
Congratulations to the SAL Board

members. Please continue to support
our Board Members as we have done

over the years!

The American Legion Convention is
coming up. It runs from Thursday
June 7 through Sunday June 10. Try
to attend if you can. Friday morning
at the Convention Center there are
always interesting speakers. The Pa-
rade on Saturday is truly impressive
with floats from many Posts. It is an-

Many post members donated their ~ other opportunity to talk with Veterans

time, and many brought home
cooked dishes for all to enjoy.

The Ladies Auxiliary hosted a Val-
entine’s Oldies Dinner Dance on
February 10th. The night was sold
out! The food and music were terrif-
ic and everyone that attended had a
fun time. This is an event we all
can look forward to every year.

On to new events. The Poker
nights at our Post continued through
April. Each night was exciting with
the many different Dealer’s Choice
poker games played. We will can-

and SALs from around the area.
Remember our SAL meetings are on
the third Wednesday of each month.
Your input is very valuable at these
meetings. With each year we grow
stronger in our dedication to improve
this great organization.
receiving the emails from the SAL
Commander, please provide your
email address at the next meeting or
you can leave it at the Canteen. Dur-
ing the summer the SAL monthly
meetings will be canceled. We'll skip
the June, July and August meetings

If you are not

and officially pick up again in Sep-
tember.

Lastly, | want to share a snapshot of
history — “1945 — U.S. flag raised on
Iwo Jima”. During the bloody battle
for lwo Jima, U.S. Marines from the
3rd Platoon, E Company, 2nd Bat-
talion, 28th Regiment of the 5th Di-
vision take the crest of Mount Suri-
bachi, the island’s highest peak and
most strategic position, and raise
the U.S. flag. Marine photographer
Louis Lowery was with them and
recorded the event. American sol-
diers fighting for control of Suri-
bachi’s slopes cheered the raising
of the flag, and several hours later
more Marines headed up to the
crest with a larger flag. Joe Rosen-
thal, a photographer with the Asso-
ciated Press, met them along the
way and recorded the raising of the
second flag along with a Marine still
photographer and a motion-picture
cameraman.

Rosenthal took three photographs
atop Suribachi. The first, which
showed five Marines and one Navy
corpsman struggling to hoist the
heavy flag pole, became the most
reproduced photograph in history
and won him a Pulitzer Prize. The
accompanying motion-picture foot-
age attests to the fact that the pic-
ture was not posed. The second
was like the first but less affecting,
and the third was a group picture of
18 soldiers smiling and waving for
the camera. Many of these men,
including three of the six soldiers
seen raising the flag in the famous
Rosenthal photo, were killed before
the conclusion of the Battle for Iwo
Jima in late March.

By March 3, U.S. forces controlled
all three airfields on the island, and
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on March 26 the last Japanese de-
fenders on Iwo Jima were wiped out.
Only 200 of the original 22,000 Japa-
nese defenders were captured alive.
More than 6,000 Americans died tak-
ing Iwo Jima, and some 17,000 were
wounded. The photo became a sym-
bol of victory of WWII.

Our January
13th trip to

light. With the
help of the
SALs, we were
able to pur-
chase scarves, gloves and hats for
each one of the 30 Veterans who
reside there. We treated each Vet to
a hoagie, chips, soda and Terry Cos-
grove supplied her home baked
goodies for them to enjoy. We also
delivered puzzles and books. They
were all very appreciative and one
gentleman even wore his new items
out that day. What a great feeling to
see smiles on their faces. Keep your
ears open as we may be planning
another trip to HFB this April.

Our 50’s 60’s Dinner Dance was a

In closing, | want to thank everyone for
your support. I'm looking forward to
seeing everyone soon at the Canteen
and any Post 372 Events.

For God and Country,

Dave D’Orazio

SAL Commander Post 372

sold out HUGE success. 56 Chi-
nese auction baskets and 3 Big
ticket items. Thanks goes out to
Elliott & Tracy Adkisson for do-
nating a beautiful bicycle, and
Kevin Culligan/Nam Knights for
the mini refrigerator and micro-
wave for our event. Kudos goes
out to Joe Flynn, who won the
mini fridge, but donated it back to
the Auxiliary for a future event.

Thanks again Joe. but not least, | need to thank the Auxil-
And a BIG thank you to everyone jary |adies for all their help. They

who attended, donated baSketS, Stepped up and made our Dinner
Items for our baskets, gift certifi- Dance work. THANK YOU THANK
cates, and food. We could not
have done this without your help.
A shout out to SAL members
Dan, Doug and

Phil and to Legionnaires Elliott
and Tim for pitching in and help-
ing with the “manual labor”.
There are

May is approaching fast. Plan on help-
ing us with our annual Post flagging of
the graves, statewide services and Me-
morial Day services. Keep an eye out
for dates.

Come out and join our Auxiliary. Our
meetings are held the 1st Monday of

too many of you to list all every month at 7 pm from September to

‘ who helped make this
w successful, just know
we really did appreciate

your help. 100% of our
profit will be used to hel
our vets in need. Last,

777/ healthzvet

www.myhealth.va.gov

Quline
My Health, My Care: 24/7VAccess to VA

oo Veterans
e e CrisisLine

1-800-273-8255 PRESS ©

April. It's a great way to show our vets

we care about them.

For God and Country

Lynn Collings
P Auxiliary
President
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